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We’re Better Informed Thanks to the Internet
The Internet has made information accessible in ways we 
couldn’t have imagined twenty years ago. Pundits have wor-
ried that we would suffer information overload, but a 2014 
survey by the Pew Research Center, www.pewinternet.org, 
found most Americans felt that access to the wealth of infor-
mation available online had improved their lives. 

A large majority of the Internet users questioned in the survey 
believed online resources made them better informed about 
products and services available for sale, national and inter-
national news, and popular culture. They felt that using the 
Internet helped them to learn new and useful things, bringing a 
diverse flow of information into their lives in areas from hobbies to health and fitness. 

Social networking sites, used by more than two-thirds of those who go online today, made their mark. Of 
the adults surveyed, 67% said they were better informed about friends now, and 60% felt they knew more 
about their families. As you might guess, this was seen as a benefit, rather than a drawback. 

The increased ease of sharing information as well as receiving it was noteworthy and also won approval. 
Most surveyed said that digital technology improved their ability to share their ideas and creations with oth-
ers. Popular sites like Flickr, Instagram, and Pinterest give the online public a convenient platform. 

It seems then that the Internet has become an integral part of the lives of many Americans. In a relatively 
short time, in fact, we have come to take it for granted, a tool that is no longer a luxury, but a necessity. 

With a high-speed Internet plan, there’s playtime, serious time, and 
everything in between time. You can download HD movies, stream 
music, and games. Telecommute, network, share files, engage in 
real-time distance learning, and live in a smart home. Best of all, 
you can power all of your devices at once. Upgrade your plan 
now to BroadTrack Gold, 8Mb, 10Mb or 15Mb, starting at $49.95 
with speeds of 5Mb/1Mb to 15Mb/3Mb. Call 386-2241 to find out 
which plan is right for you. 

Experience the possibilities of high-speed Internet



PETS ARE FAVORITES IN THE DIRECTORY COVER PHOTO CONTEST

MEXICO MILITARY ACADEMY CADETS SPEND SERVICE DAY AT KINGDOM

Talented local photographers captured stunning sunsets and breathtaking landscapes, but animals stole the show in the 
2015 photo contest. America’s love affair with pets was reflected as voters chose the photos they liked best. 

The first place winner is Mona Kettle of Fulton with Take Time to Smell the Flowers. The photo will be featured on 
the cover of the August 2015 telephone directory, and Kingdom will award Mona a $100 prize. Cloyd Browning of 
Auxvasse took second place for Friends and he will receive $50 in cash. The third place winner is Renay Browning of 
Auxvasse with the photo Cat in a Window for a prize of $25. 

Thanks to everyone who submitted an entry and everyone who voted. We hope you enjoyed the contest! The new 
directory will be released in August. 

Cadets from Mexico Military Academy visited our Auxvasse office during their spring Community Service Day activities. 
Twice each year, cadets assist community members across mid-Missouri with various tasks. The nine cadets and their 
instructor, Cheryl Morris, washed windows and woodwork in the business office and then headed outside to rake, weed, 
mulch and sow grass seed. We would like to thank them for their hard work, as well the Academy for their Community 
Service program. 

1st Place
Take Time to Smell the Flowers, left
2nd Place
Friends, above
3rd Place
Cat in the Window, right



YEARS OF SERVICE RECOGNIZED

BOUND FOR WASHINGTON, D.C.

VIRTUAL DIRECTORY ADDED TO THE 
KINGDOM WEB SITE

The Youth Tour selection committee has chosen two 
students to travel to Washington, D.C. on the Foun-
dation for Rural Service 2015 Youth Tour. 
Cameron Engelbrecht (right), a New Bloomfield High 
School student, and Taylor Wiseman (left), a North 
Callaway student, will join young people and chap-
erones from across the United States who have been 
sponsored by their own rural telephone companies.  

The educational tour gives students an opportunity to 
see the historic sites of our nation’s capital and learn 
about the legislative and regulatory aspects of rural 
telecommunications. The  Youth Tour will be held 
May 30th – June 3rd. 2015. 
 

We’ve added a great new directory resource to our 
web site!  A virtual directory joins the quick search 
directory that has previously been available. 

When you access the virtual directory, you can 
flip through the pages to view the content just as 
if you were holding the actual phone book. You 
can browse the yellow pages and search the white 
pages. The preliminary sections of the directory and 
the government pages are included. If you prefer to 
download the directory to your computer as a PDF 
that option is available as well.

To enjoy this new resource, visit and bookmark 
http://www.kingdomtelco.com/telephone-directory.
html.

Board and staff members 
were honored with awards-
for their years of service to 
Kingdom Telephone and 
Kingdom Technology Solu-
tions at a dinner on May 2. 

Director Gene Eldringhoff - 
15 years

(Left to right) Controller Marla McCowan - 20 years, 
KTI Customer Service Representative Kathy Brown - 5 
years, Computer Network Technician Lee Stoddard - 
15 years, Customer Service Representative and Call  
Receptionist Kathy Huddleston - 15 years, and Ac-
counting Assistant Kelli Teel - 15 years. 

Our Refer a Friend program is 
a win-win situation. If you are 
a Skitter TV customer, tell your 
family, friends and neighbors 
why you like Skitter TV. When 
they sign up and mention your 
name, they’ll get a $25 cred-
it toward their first bill. We’ll 
thank you for your help by 
giving you a $25 bill credit too. 

The Refer a Friend to Skitter TV 
offer is not valid with any other promotion or sale. 

REFER A FRIEND: ENJOY SKITTER TV AND 
EARN MONEY



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
& EXCHANGES

President
Mike Love, Auxvasse 

Vice-President
Eugene Richards, Tebbetts 

Secretary/Treasurer
Doug Lensing, Rhineland

Jim Hughes, Hatton

Gene Eldringhoff, Big Spring

Randy Lee Smith, At Large: Northern

Glen Horstman, At Large: Southern

Jim Buffington, Mokane

Jim Blacklock, Williamsburg

General Manager, Renee’ Reeter

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR PRODUCTS OR SERVICES
(573) 386-2241 or (800) 487-4811

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

The business office will be closed on 
Friday, July 3, to celebrate the Inde-
pendence Day holiday.  

Student Gets Close-Up View of Kingdom at Work

Every year we are pleased to host one or 
two middle school students for a day of 
job shadowing. This year, Josh Selby, a 
sixth grade student from Williamsburg, 
spent a March day getting an overview 
of the telecommunications industry. Josh 
was given a tour of the Auxvasse facility, 
including the computer room housing our Internet servers. He was 
introduced to the employees, who explained their duties to him 
and showed him interesting aspects of their jobs. The biggest part 
of Josh’s day was spent in the field, shadowing Installer/Repairman 
Chris Meloy. 

Job shadowing gives young people a chance to spend time with 
professionals going about their daily tasks. The day is a meaningful 
introduction to the world of work, and we hope job shadowing 
will help to inspire students as they begin to consider their future 
in the workday world. 

You’ve seen us in the neighborhood as we bring 
fiber optic cable connections to your homes. 

Now find out the rest of the story. Visit our booth 
at the Tebbetts Picnic and learn what this state-

of-the-art technology can do for you. 

Watch a demonstration of 

Saturday, June 27

Tebbetts Picnic
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