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Sixty Years of Democracy in Action
The Annual Shareholders’ Meeting was held on March 7 at South 
Callaway R-II High School in Mokane. Cooperative members 
convened for the sixtieth time to conduct the business of their tele-
phone company. 

The milestone anniversary was the focus of the day. General 
Manager Tom Young spoke about the longevity and success of our 
company, enduring in a day when many tried-and-true, big name 
companies have gone out of business. Art Gresham, former King-
dom General Manager, and his wife, Charlotte, were there to share 
their collection of antique telephones and other industry memora-
bilia. 

Tom Young announced his retirement, which is set for early April. 
He was presented with various awards recognizing his many years 
of service in the telecommunications industry. Tom also introduced 
his successor, Renee’ Reeter. 

Incumbent directors Jim Buffington, Mokane exchange; Jim Blacklock, Williamsburg exchange; and 
Glen Horstman, At-Large Southern exchange, were re-elected to the board. A quorum of 322 was 
reached with 297 shareholders present, 19 proxies, and 6 assignments. After the public portion of the 
meeting, the board convened a short session to elect officers. Mike Love was elected President, Eugene 
Richards will continue as Vice-President, and Doug Lensing will serve as Secretary/Treasurer. 

The meeting closed with the prize drawings. Linda Jones 
won the smoker, John and Patricia Brewer won the Kindle 
Fire, and William and Jacqueline Ashenbremer took home 
the television. Winners of the kids’ drawings were Bridget 
Hollingsworth, age 10, and Austin Ward, age 14. They 
each received $50.  The remaining prizes were 100 turkeys 
and 50 hams. 

We want to thank the Callaway County 4-H Clubs for 
catering the delicious luncheon and Dr. Jack for keeping 
everyone entertained with an enjoyable variety of music.  

Art and Charlotte Gresham



LOW INCOME AND DISABLED CONSUMERS TURN TO THE LIFELINE PROGRAM FOR HELP

PURSUE A CAREER IN THE TELECOM INDUSTRY

What kind of assistance can I receive?
Eligible low-income or disabled consumers can receive up to $15.75 in reductions 
on their telephone bill in the form of a credit against their monthly recurring dial tone 
charges billed by Kingdom Telephone. This reduction may vary depending on each 
consumer’s eligibility and applies only to a single telephone line at the qualifying con-
sumer’s principal place of residence.

How Do I Qualify?
To qualify for Low-Income Lifeline in Missouri, a consumer must participate in one of 
the following programs: Medicaid; Food Stamps; Supplemental Security Income; Fed-
eral Public Housing Assistance; Low-Income Home Energy Assistance; National School 
Lunch Program; or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families. Additionally, household 
income at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines will also be accepted.

To qualify for Disabled Lifeline in Missouri, a consumer must participate in one of the 
following programs: Federal Social Security Disability Benefits; Federal Supplemental 
Security Income Benefits; Veterans Administration Benefits; State Blind Pension (pursu-
ant to Section 209.010 to 209.160, RSMo); State Aid to the Blind (pursuant to Section 
209.240 RSMo); or State Supplemental Payments (pursuant to Section 208.030 RSMo, 
Section 660.100.2 RSMo 2000).

What services qualify for assistance?
Residential local telephone service.

What else do I need to know?
The FCC requires that all current Lifeline recipients recertify annually. Consumers who willfully make false statements in 
order to obtain program benefits can be punished with a fine or imprisonment or barred from the program. 

For high school graduates, a career in the telecommunication industry can be as near as 
the State Technical College of Missouri in Linn. Telecom technology has continued to grow 
and evolve at a fast-pace, creating a demand for trained and skilled technicians as new 
fields constantly emerge. 

For those with an interest in a hands-on career in technology, the State Technical College 
of Missouri offers the Digital Communications Technician program. This program, a spe-
cialty option within the college’s Network Systems Technology program, is seeking appli-
cants for the fall semester.  

Digital technology training includes network switching, VoIP, wireless, satellite equipment 
installation and repair, fiber optics, and customer premise wiring. Certifications in fiber 
optics, fiber- to-the-home, wireless and Cisco are offered.  

If you know a local high school senior with an interest in a hands-on career in technology, 
have them contact Dan Ramsay, program director, at Dan.Ramsay@statetechmo.edu. For 
more information on the program, visit www.statetechmo.edu/academic/tet/index.php. 



ENTER OUR PICTURE-PERFECT CONTEST FOR 
A CHANCE TO WIN CASH PRIZES 

REFER A FRIEND TO SKITTER TV AND 
YOU’LL EARN $25

Our new Refer a Friend program is a win-win situa-
tion. If you are a Skitter TV customer, tell your family, 
your friends and your neighbors why you like Skitter 
TV. When they sign up and mention your name, 
they’ll get a $25 credit toward their first bill. We’ll 
thank you for your help by giving you a $25 bill credit 
too. The Refer a Friend to Skitter TV offer is not valid 
with any other promotion or sale. 

Tired of taking selfies? Put a little excitement in your life 
and enter our photo contest. 

We’re searching for the perfect photograph for our 
2015 directory cover. Once again Auxvasse Creative 
Art Program (ACAP) will join us in co-sponsoring the 
contest. 

The first place photo will be featured on the directory 
cover, and the winner will be awarded a $100 cash 
prize. Second and third places will win $50 and $35 
respectively.

THE RULES

• Any resident of Audrain, Callaway or Montgomery 
   Counties may enter the contest. 
• Entries may be of any subject, but must be in color. 
• Digital entries are preferred. 
• One entry is allowed per person. 
• The deadline for entry is April 30.

The photographs will be posted on the Kingdom Face-
book page, www.facebook.com/kingdomtelco, and fans 
are invited to vote by liking their favorite. Kingdom and 
ACAP will select a winner from the three photos that 
receive the most votes. Voting will be open from May 1 
to May 7. 

Entries may be emailed to jackiel@ktis.net, dropped off 
at our office, or mailed to:

Kingdom Telephone Company
ATTN: Photo Contest
211 South Main Street, P.O. Box 97
Auxvasse, MO 652231

The TV solution
where everybody wins!

Plans starting at $21.95 month.

Call 573-386-2241 today!



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
& EXCHANGES

President
Mike Love, Auxvasse 

Vice-President
Eugene Richards, Tebbetts 

Secretary/Treasurer
Doug Lensing, Rhineland

Jim Hughes, Hatton

Gene Eldringhoff, Big Spring

Randy Lee Smith, At Large: Northern

Glen Horstman, At Large: Southern

Jim Buffington, Mokane

Jim Blacklock, Williamsburg

General Manager, Renee’ Reeter

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 
OUR PRODUCTS OR SERVICES
(573) 386-2241 or (800) 487-4811

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

The business office will be closed on 
Monday, May 25, for the Memorial 
Day holiday.  

Landlines Are Still the Right Choice for Safety

In recent years, traditional 
landline phones have begun to 
take a backseat to cellphones, 
especially among younger con-
sumers. Yet cellphones still can’t 
provide all the safety advantages 
of landlines. While the humble 
landline may not be glamor-
ous, it’s emergency reliability 
outshines cellphones. Where a 
phone is concerned, reliability 
equals safety. 

 
Obtaining location data for 911 in emergency situations is still a ma-
jor problem for cellphones. 911 technology was developed before 
cellphones existed, and the GPS-based system that cellphones use 
for location is sometimes not able to pinpoint a call. A cellphone 
caller may have to describe the location of the emergency, delaying 
help for valuable minutes. If the caller is a young child, babysitter, 
or an adult who is unable to speak, the address or location may be 
more difficult for the 911 operator to obtain. It may even be im-
possible, and the flaws in the 911 system impact cellphone users 
in tragic and sometimes deadly ways. When a call is placed from a 
landline, 911 can locate the caller immediately and accurately. The 
location is transmitted automatically, and there is no need to speak. 

The FCC and the nation’s four largest cellphone carriers report they 
are doing their best to address the problem with poor 911 data 
availability. A new federal rule has been implemented requiring 
carriers to steadily increase the percentage of cellphone calls to 911 
that transmit location data. This sounds good, but in reality a solu-
tion is estimated to be years away. 

Landlines also take the lead in reliability because they do not de-
pend on electricity. Corded landline phones on copper connections 
are always ready for use; those on fiber-to-the-home connections 
have an eight to twelve hour battery life. During a lengthy power 
outage, callers still have a way to check on the well-being of family 
and friends. When a thunderstorm knocks out your power this sum-
mer, the corded phone will be there, with a track record decades 
long. 

For the foreseeable future then, landlines and cellphones each have 
their place. The FCC has been widely quoted as saying, “A combina-
tion of landline and wireless phone use may be the right choice for 
you,” and we’ll nod in agreement. 


